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evaluates the effects of scaling up the push-pull technology (PPT) on the 
agricultural efficiency of both push-pull and conventional practice. This 
study examines arthropod abundance and pest control dynamics in push-
pull and conventional fields, while considering the influence of 
neighboring fields and surrounding landscape composition. 

Fieldwork was conducted for two rainy seasons from March to June 2022 
and from September 2022 to January 2023 in five East African countries. 
A standardized protocol was developed to ensure consistency across all 
countries and sampling rounds. Statistical analyses, including linear mixed 
models, were used to assess the relationships between biodiversity, pest 
control, crop productivity, and key landscape parameters such as field-
edge density and the proportion of maize cultivation.  

The comparison between push-pull and conventional plots revealed no 
significant differences for non-pest arthropod abundance and maize yield. 
However, for pest leaf damage, push-pull plots showed significantly lower 
damage on average compared to conventional plots. The adjacent plot 
type also played a pronounced, but contrasting role. In Rwanda, leaf 
damage was significantly higher when the adjacent fields were push-pull 
rather than conventional fields. But in Kenya, significantly lower leaf 
damage was observed in fields adjacent to push-pull rather than 
conventional fields. Seasonal effects were strong across all response 
variables. 

The effects of landscape variables on total arthropod abundance, leaf 
damage, and yield also varied across the countries, emphasizing the 
complexity of landscape interactions. Notably, a higher proportion of 
maize in the landscape as well as high edge density of land use patches 
correlated with increased arthropod abundance in Kenya, but these 
effects were not observed in other East African countries. 

Taken together, these results confirm the impacts of PPT on reducing pest 
damage in smallholder cereal crops, even as these results did not translate 
to differences in yields. We also emphasize a high context dependency of 
PPT impacts in terms of pest damage between countries, and few 
measurable effects on communities of non-pest arthropods. Additional 
analyses will further elucidate the drivers of observed differences. These 
results feed into ongoing synthesis approaches for climatic and socio-
ecological modelling of push-pull and non-push-pull farming transitions 
across East African countries (WP4, 5). 
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1. Introduction 
Agricultural intensification in sub-Saharan Africa, particularly in maize monoculture systems, poses 
significant challenges for biodiversity, pest control, and sustainability. Push-pull technology (PPT) has 
been developed as an innovative, eco-friendly pest management system to address these issues. By 
integrating "push" plants that repel pests and "pull" plants that attract and trap pests, PPT reduces 
pest pressure, enhances crop yields, and improves soil health without relying on chemical inputs 
(Pickett et al. 2014; Khan et al. 2014)In addition to its direct benefits within fields, PPT also contributes 
to broader ecological benefits, including the promotion of natural enemies and biodiversity through 
increased habitat complexity (Midega et al. 2014). 

While much research has focused on the within-field effects of PPT on pest control and crop yield, 
fewer studies have explored its impacts on surrounding agricultural systems. As part of Work Package 
4 (WP 4) of the UPSCALE project, Task 4.1 evaluates the effects of scaling up PPT on the agricultural 
efficiency of both push-pull and conventional fields by investigating the role of PPT in shaping 
arthropod communities, biodiversity, and pest control across spatial scales. Specifically, the study 
seeks to understand how neighboring field composition, and landscape parameters affect pest 
pressure and ecosystem services in Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda and Ethiopia. 

To address these objectives, a nested experimental design was implemented across gradients of push-
pull adoption, encompassing both conventional and push-pull fields. The study examines arthropod 
abundance and natural pest control dynamics in push-pull and conventional fields, while considering 
the influence of neighboring fields and surrounding landscape composition. Linear mixed models, 
were used to assess the relationships between biodiversity, pest control, and key landscape 
parameters such as field-edge density and maize cultivation intensity. In addition, the study examines 
how the interaction between push-pull and neighboring conventional fields influences pest control 
and crop productivity. 

By focusing on the ecological impacts of PPT on agricultural fields and their surroundings, this study 
addresses two critical questions: (1) How does the presence of neighboring push-pull fields influence 
pest pressure and biodiversity in conventional fields on one hand, and in push-pull fields on the other 
hand? (2) What role do landscape parameters, such as edge density and maize cultivation intensity, 
play in shaping these effects?  

 

2. Methods 

2.1 Study Sites 

The impacts of upscaling PPT on agricultural effectiveness in both push-pull and conventional fields 
are investigated in WP 4, Task 4.1. Fieldwork was conducted for two rainy seasons (A and B) from 
March to June 2022 and from September 2022 to January 2023 across five countries: Tanzania, Kenya, 
Rwanda, Uganda, and Ethiopia (Ethiopia one season only; see deliverable D4.2 by Meinhof et al. for a 
detailed study site description). Some datasets could not be included in their current stage in the 
present deliverable: Tanzania data are currently not available due to inconsistency in protocol 
processing. Similarly, Ethiopia leaf damage and yield data are currently not available due to corrections 
required in the data processing. Uganda arthropod data could not be included due to delays in the 
identification of arthropod samples.  



H2020-SFS-2019-2                                                                                                                              

8 
 

D4.1: Report on the impacts of push-pull on 
ecological effectiveness. 

 

2.2 Site selection 

Field selection was initially based on recorded GIS data, followed by systematic ground-truthing to 
verify suitability. To analyse the influence of both local and landscape-scale variables on push-pull 
effectiveness and spill-over impacts, we considered several key factors: the percentage of push-pull 
fields in the surrounding landscape, gradients in landscape composition, and soil quality. The local-
scale analysis includes assessments such as grassland cover analysis, climatic variables, and the 
duration of regional push-pull implementation (see deliverable D2.1 for details). 

In each country, we selected fields as follows: 

• 10 conventional fields adjacent to conventional fields 
• 10 conventional fields adjacent to push-pull fields 
• 10 push-pull fields adjacent to conventional fields 
• 10 push-pull fields adjacent to push-pull fields 

This configuration enables the measurement of spillover effects from one field type to the adjacent 
field. Non-push-pull fields are maize fields (or sorghum in the case of Ethiopia) either in monoculture 
or intercropped with legumes and summarized as conventional fields (C). Push-pull fields (P) are maize 
fields (or sorghum in the case of Ethiopia) intercropped with Desmodium spp. and surrounded by a 
trap grass from various PPT generations, i.e. Napier or Brachiaria. Sampled adjacent fields, together 
with nearby grasslands (D4.2) are defined as a cluster (see Fig. 1 and deliverable D4.2 for details). 

 

2.3 Sampling design 

A standardized protocol was developed to ensure consistency in data collection across all countries 
and sampling rounds (see Fig. 1). The response variables arthropod abundance, leaf damage and yield 
were sampled (see Table 1 for an overview of the number of observations for each variable). 

Figure 1: Standardized protocol of the work in one field in WP 4. Impacts of PPT in grasslands surrounding 
fields are described in deliverable D4.2. In this deliverable (D4.1), we focus on impacts within push-pull 
and non-push-pull fields. 



H2020-SFS-2019-2                                                                                                                              

9 
 

D4.1: Report on the impacts of push-pull on 
ecological effectiveness. 

 

Arthropod richness was assessed by installing four pitfall traps in each focal field, which were left in 
place for seven days before collection (see Fig. 2). This was repeated two times per season. Arthropods 
were identified to the family level, and total abundance was calculated as the number of individuals 
captured per trap and sampling round. 

 

Figure 2: Installation steps of pitfall traps in the field (figure by D. Meinhof). 

Pest occurrence was evaluated by monitoring crop conditions for both pest-related and 
environmental damage (see Fig. 3). In each focal field, 21 maize plants, divided into three transects 
(seven plants per transect), were tagged for repeated assessment (two times per season). For each 
plant, all leaves were examined and scored based on the standardized damage scale.  

From these observations, the number of damaged and undamaged leaves per plant was calculated for 
further analysis. 

To assess the economic impact of pest damage, the tagged plants were evaluated for yield at the end 
of both growing seasons. Yield was quantified as the dry weight of maize cobs (in grams), which served 
as the key economic parameter in this study. 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Pest leaf damage on a maize plant (left) and damage score scale (from Toepfer et al. 2021) 
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Table 1: Number of observations for each response variable per country. 

Response (unit) Kenya Rwanda Uganda Ethiopia 

Total Abundance (# individuals) N=539 N=109 N=NA N=214 

Leaf Damage per plant (%) N=3038 N=1638 N=2767 N=NA 

Yield per plant (g) N=834 N=794 N=772 N=NA 

 

2.4 Landscape analyses 

Landscape parameters were calculated across multiple buffer zones ranging from 250 to 2000 meters 
radius (in 250-meter intervals) around the study plots to investigate landscape-scale effects. For 
further analyses, the 1000-meter buffer was selected as it yielded the lowest Akaike Information 
Criterion (AIC) value, determined through preliminary modeling in the Kenya dataset. Two key 
landscape parameters were used to describe the surrounding environment: landscape configuration, 
represented by edge density, and landscape composition, represented by the percentage of maize 
cover (including both maize monocultures and intercropped maize fields). 

Edge density, a measure of landscape configuration, was calculated as the total edge length of land 
use patches per hectare (m/ha) using eight land use categories: Bare soil, Built-up, Cropland, Forest, 
Grassland, Shrubland, Flooded vegetation, and Water. Maize cover percentage, a measure of 
landscape composition, was calculated from land use classes derived from UPSCALE classification 
maps (see deliverable D5.1). All geoprocessing and calculations were conducted using ESRI ArcGIS Pro 
3.2.0, calculated by J. Zhang (UWUE) based on maps by Liepa et al. (D5.1). 

 

2.5 Data Analysis 

To evaluate the effects of ecological and landscape variables on arthropod abundance, maize yield, 
and leaf damage, linear mixed-effects models (LMMs) were applied separately for each response 
variable and country using R Statistical Software (R Core Team 2023). The models for abundance and 
yield were fitted using the “lmer” function of the “lmerTest” 3.1-3 package (Kuznetsova et al. 2017), 
which allows for hypothesis testing using Satterthwaite’s method for degrees of freedom. Abundance 
and yield variables were log-transformed to meet model assumptions. For arthropod abundance, the 
log+1 transformation of the total abundance was used as the response variable. For maize yield, we 
modelled the the log+1-transformed dry cob weight. Leaf damage was modeled using a beta-binomial 
approach implemented in the “glmmTMB” 1.1.5 package (Brooks et al. 2017), which accommodates 
binomial response data with overdispersion. All models included random intercepts for clusters and 
plots nested within clusters to account for spatial pseudoreplication. 

The fixed effects included plot type (P vs. C), neighboring plot type (P vs. C), season (A vs. B), trap 
location (for damage assessment: in-field position, either Transect 1-3; for pitfall traps: trap location 
at the field edge or the field center), edge density, and maize percentage. We tested interactions 
between plot type and neighboring plot, plot type and season, neighboring plot and season, plot type 
and trap location, plot type and season and neighboring plot and season. The landscape variables edge 
density and maize percentage were standardized using the scale() function in R. This transformation 
centers the variables around a mean of zero and scales them by their standard deviation, ensuring 
comparability and improving model convergence.  
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We examined residual diagnostics and performed model validation using the “simulateResiduals” 
function of the “DHARMa” package (Hartig 2016) for the Kenya models. This included tests for 
normality, homoscedasticity, and spatial autocorrelation. Spatial autocorrelation in model residuals 
was tested using the spline.correlog() function of the “ncf” 1.3-0 package (BjØrnstad und Falck 2001), 
which calculates spline correlograms to visualize and quantify spatial patterns. Normality of residuals 
was assessed using Q-Q plots, and heteroscedasticity was visually inspected with residual variance 
plots. The models conformed to assumptions of normality and homoscedasticity, and residuals 
showed no spatial autocorrelation. To assess multicollinearity among fixed effects, variance inflation 
factors (VIF) were calculated using the vif() function from the “car” package (Fox und Weisberg 2019). 
All VIF values were below 5, indicating no problematic multicollinearity among predictor variables. 

Model summaries are shown in the Appendix Tables 2-4. Relevant results were visualized using 
“ggplot2” 3.4.2 (Wickham et al. 2007). Effect sizes for the fixed effects were calculated and 
standardized using the standardize_parameters() function of the “effectsize” 0.7.0 package (Ben-
Shachar et al. 2020). The standardized coefficients, along with their 95% confidence intervals, were 
visualized using “ggplot2” 3.4.2 (Wickham et al. 2007). These plots include a dashed vertical line 
representing the null effect to help identify significant predictors. 

 

3. Results 

3.1 Comparison of push-pull vs. conventional fields 

The total abundance of arthropods across different taxonomic orders in push-pull and conventional 
fields is compared in Kenya (see Fig. 4). The most abundant orders, such as Poduromorpha, 
Hymenoptera, and Entomobryomorpha, show consistent dominance across both plot types, with 
slight variations in their relative abundance. While push-pull fields generally maintain higher or 
comparable arthropod counts for most orders, some less dominant taxa, such as Araneae and 
Coleoptera, exhibit no clear pattern of variation between the two treatments.  
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Figure 4: Number of individuals of arthropods (Abundance) in push-pull (P) vs conventional (C) fields in 
Kenya. Abundance data are log+1 transformed. 

Across all three response variables—arthropod abundance, maize yield, and leaf damage—the 
comparison between push-pull and conventional plots revealed mixed results (see Fig. 5). 

The comparison between push-pull and conventional plots revealed no significant differences for 
arthropod abundance. In Kenya, Rwanda and Ethiopia, plot type did not significantly affect abundance, 
with estimates of -0.15 (p = 0.583), -0.35 (p = 0.634) and 1.26 (p=0.28), respectively. 

For leaf damage, push-pull plots consistently showed significantly lower damage compared to 
conventional plots. In Kenya, damage was reduced by -0.97 (p < 0.001), while in Uganda and Rwanda 
similar trends were observed -0.75 (p < 0.001); -1.28 (p < 0.001) with a significant reduction of 
damaged leaves in push-pull plots. 

For maize yield, the difference between push-pull and conventional plots was not statistically 
significant in either Kenya (0.09, p=0.7), Uganda (-0.3, p = 0.419) or Rwanda (-0.63, p = 0.06). 
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Figure 5: Plot type (P=push-pull vs C= conventional plots) differences in abundance, leaf damage (%) 
and yield (cob dry weight in g) across countries.  
Abundance is shown for Kenya (n=539), Rwanda (n=109) and Ethiopia (n=214). Leaf Damage and Yield 
are shown for Kenya (n=3038, 834), Rwanda (n=1638, 794) and Uganda (n=2767, 772), respectively). 
Abundance and Yield data are displayed on a log scale. Statistical analysis was performed separately 
for each country. * p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001. 

 

3.2 Local scale comparison 

Adjacent plot 

At the local scale, the adjacent (neighboring) plot type did not significantly influence the abundance 
of non-pest arthropods in most regions. For instance, in Kenya, the effect of neighboring plot type was 
only marginally significant (-0.46, p = 0.078) (see Fig. 6). Similarly, no significant effect of neighboring 
plot type on abundance was observed in Rwanda (0.54, p = 0.479) or Ethiopia (1.26, p=0.28). 

For leaf damage, the neighboring plot type played a more pronounced role (Fig. 7). In Kenya, leaf 
damage was significantly lower in a push-pull field than a conventional field when neighboring fields 
were conventional (-0.75, p=0.003), indicating an either repellent or trapping effect of the PPT for 
pests compared to the conventional plots. However, leaf damage was also significantly lower in 
conventional plots adjacent to PPT than when they were adjacent to conventional. In these plots, leaf 
damage was similar to the damage in PPT plots themselves, thus indicating that proximity to PPT plots 
led to reduced pest pressure in neighbouring conventional fields, i.e. a beneficial spillover impact of 
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the PPT. Together, these results suggest a ‘sink’ role of the PPT which may have directly reduced pest 
populations sufficiently to lower pest pressure also in neighbouring conventional fields. 

However, in Rwanda, opposite patterns were observed. In this case, the highest leaf damage occurred 
in conventional fields located next to push-pull fields (-1.28, p < 0.001) (see Fig. 7). This damage was 
significantly higher than when fields neighboured other conventional fields. In contrast to Kenya, 
these results suggest a negative spillover impact of PPT on neighbouring plots, which led to increased 
pest pressure potentially through a ‘barrier’ role of the PPT for pests, which subsequently had higher 
attack rates in neighbouring non-PPT fields. 

In both countries, damage in the PPT plots themselves did not vary according to management of the 
neighbouring plots (Fig. 7). In contrast to Kenya and Rwanda, in Uganda, no such neighbour effects 
were observed.  

Yield declined in plots neighboring a push-pull plot in Rwanda (-0.71, p=0.019) but not in the other 
countries. 

 

Figure 6: Abundance for the different plot typed (P and C) and the adjacent plots at the x axis for Kenya. 
Abundance is log+1 transformed. 
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Figure 7: Comparison of number of damaged leaves in percent between plot types (P and C), either 
adjacent to push-pull or adjacent to conventional fields. Different letters represent significant 
differences between plot types (Tukey post-hoc tests corrected for multiple testing). 

Seasonal effects 

Seasonal effects were strong and consistent across all response variables. For arthropod abundance, 
abundance was significantly lower during the secondary season in Kenya (-0.73, p < 0.001) (see Fig. 8). 
Leaf damage also decreased in all countries significantly during the secondary season, with reductions 
of -1.94 (p < 0.001) in Kenya, -2.22 (p < 0.001) in Rwanda and -0.22 (p < 0.001) in Uganda (see. Fig. 9). 
For maize yield, in Kenya Season B had less yield (-1.52, p < 0.001) but no significant seasonal effects 
were observed in the other regions. 

 

Figure 8: Seasonal comparison of Season A and B and the abundance of arthropods sampled in Kenya. 
* p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001 
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Figure 9: Seasonal comparison of the leaf damage in percent according to the plot type (C or P) for 
fields in Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda. 

In-field position 

Transect or trap location had minor effects on arthropod abundance, with a small but non-significant 
increase near field edges in Kenya (0.23, p=0.097). For leaf damage, location effects were more 
apparent; for instance, in Uganda, plants in transects farther from field edges showed slightly higher 
damage levels (0.09, p = 0.026), but also significantly in Kenya and Rwanda (0.096, p=0.03 and -0.144, 
p < 0.001). No significant effect of plant location on maize yield was detected in any region.  
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3.3 Landscape scale comparison 

The landscape variables, maize percentage and edge density, showed varying effects across the 
response variables.  Maize percentage was significant in Kenya, where a higher proportion of maize in 
the landscape correlated with increased arthropod abundance (0.31, p = 0.007) (see Fig.: 10). 
Arthropod abundance was positively associated with edge density in Kenya (0.31, p = 0.014) (see Fig.: 
11), though no such relationship was found in Rwanda or Ethiopia. 

Data points represent individual observations, and the black line indicates the fitted linear regression 
model with a 95% confidence interval (shaded area). A significant positive association is observed (**p 
< 0.01). 

Figure 10: Relationship between landscape composition (scaled percentage of maize cover) and 
arthropod abundance (log+1 transformed) in Kenya. 
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Data points represent individual observations, and the black line indicates the fitted linear regression 
model with a 95% confidence interval (shaded area). A significant positive association is observed (* 
p<0.05). 

For leaf damage, edge density had a marginally negative effect in Kenya (-0.20, p = 0.097), though this 
trend was not significant in other regions. Maize percentage did not significantly influence damage 
levels across any region. 

For maize yield, edge density and maize percentage exhibited only weak or non-significant effects. In 
Kenya, edge density showed a positive but non-significant relationship with yield (0.13, p = 0.349), 
while maize percentage had no detectable impact. 

 

3.4 Effect size  

Standardized effect sizes for fixed effects across models revealed that plot type and season were 
among the strongest predictors for leaf damage and arthropod abundance, while landscape-level 
variables had relatively smaller, though still meaningful, effects (see Fig. 12). For example, in Kenya, 
the standardized coefficient for edge density on arthropod abundance was 0.31 with a confidence 
interval excluding zero, indicating a robust positive relationship. Similarly, season had a large negative 
effect on leaf damage in both Kenya and Rwanda, highlighting its importance as a determinant of 
damage variability (see Fig. 13). Yields had the least significant effects in the fixed effects (see Fig. 14). 

 

Figure 11: Relationship between landscape configuration (scaled edge density) and arthropod 
abundance (log+1 transformed) in Kenya. 
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The plots display the standardized coefficients and their 95% confidence intervals for each predictor 
variable from separate models. The red dashed lines represent the null effect (coefficient = 0). Variables 
are grouped and analyzed separately for each country to illustrate regional specific differences. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12: Effect sizes of fixed effects for the response variable Abundance across the countries Kenya, 
Rwanda and Ethiopia 
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The plots display the standardized coefficients and their 95% confidence intervals for each predictor 
variable from separate models. The red dashed lines represent the null effect (coefficient = 0). Variables 
are grouped and analyzed separately for each country to illustrate regional specific differences 
 

 

 

Figure 13: Effect sizes of fixed effects for the response variable leave damage across the countries Kenya, 
Rwanda and Uganda 
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The plots display the standardized coefficients and their 95% confidence intervals for each predictor 
variable from separate models. The red dashed lines represent the null effect (coefficient = 0). Variables 
are grouped and analyzed separately for each country to illustrate regional specific differences 

 

4. Discussion 
The results of this study reveal nuanced insights into the ecological and agronomic effects of PPT 
across different countries in East Africa. While the positive aspects of push-pull fields, as previously 
highlighted (e.g. (Khan et al. 2008), were not fully replicated in this large-scale study, key findings 
underline its pest-repellent benefits. For maize yield, no significant improvements were observed 
across the analyzed regions, which may partly be due to using dry cob weight as a parameter. Dry 
weight is naturally influenced by maize variety and environmental conditions, which may limit its 
efficacy as a uniform yield indicator. However, the significantly lower leaf damage observed in push-
pull fields compared to conventional fields shows the pest-repellent and/or trapping potential of the 

Figure 14: Effect sizes of fixed effects for the response variable Yield across the countries Kenya, 
Rwanda and Uganda 
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technology, representing a substantial advantage for pest management. These findings align with 
previous studies demonstrating the pest-repellent benefits of push-pull systems (Midega et al. 2014). 

The differences in total arthropod abundance, often considered as an indicator of biodiversity, were 
not significant between push-pull and conventional fields. However, this should be further analyzed 
at family level, including taxonomic traits, to better understand potential ecosystem services provided 
by specific arthropod groups. Such detailed analyses could clarify the ecological contributions of push-
pull fields and provide a more comprehensive interpretation of biodiversity benefits. 

4.1 Local impacts 

Spillover effect on adjacent fields 

The spillover effects of push-pull fields on adjacent fields varied significantly between regions and 
provide an important dimension to understand the impact from the PPT. No significant effect of the 
type of adjacent field could be seen on total arthropod abundance. However, pest pressure in 
conventional fields appeared to depend on the management of the adjacent field. In Kenya, for 
example, conventional fields adjacent to conventional fields exhibited higher pest damage than 
conventional fields adjacent to push-pull fields. This indicates a beneficial impact of push-pull fields 
on neighboring plots, whereby pests in neighboring plots are reduced in the presence of a PPT field 
(Luttermoser et al. 2023). 

In Rwanda, the situation was different. Conventional fields neighboring push-pull fields showed 
significantly higher pest damage compared to those adjacent to other conventional fields, likely due 
to pests being driven out of the push-pull fields and moving into nearby conventional fields. These 
findings emphasize the likely importance of field size, landscape structure, and a regional context in 
shaping the local effectiveness and impacts of PPT. 

Seasonal pattern 

The results show the influence of seasonal conditions on pests and the effectiveness of push-pull 
systems. Changes in weather patterns, such as the increasing frequency of extreme weather events 
and shifts in rainy season timing, have disrupted the traditional two-season system in East Africa 
(Thornton et al. 2014). The first rainy season, usually longer and the second shorter season are less 
and less predictable. These changes may be reflected in the seasonal differences observed in Kenya, 
where arthropod abundance was significantly lower during the shorter second season. Despite 
reduced abundance of potential natural enemies, pest damage to maize plants was also lower during 
this season, likely due to irregular rainfall limiting pest activity. 

Interestingly, during the first, longer rainy season, PPT demonstrated a positive effect on pest control 
(i.e. lowered pest leaf damage), highlighting its potential as a climate-smart solution for pest 
management in times of changing climatic conditions (Alexandridis et al. 2023). These findings 
underline the resilience of push-pull systems under variable climatic conditions and their potential to 
moderate the impacts of unpredictable rainfall on pest pressures (Midega et al. 2018). 

Spatial pattern within the field 

The within-field position showed significant differences in pest damage, consistent with findings by 
Boetzl et al. (2019). Plants located further from field edges tended to experience lower pest pressure, 
likely due to edge effects and the distribution of pest populations. These spatial dynamics highlight 
the importance of considering within-field variability when designing pest management strategies and 
evaluating the effectiveness of push-pull systems. 
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4.2 Landscape effects 

The effects of landscape variables on total arthropod abundance, leaf damage, and yield varied across 
the countries, emphasizing the complexity of landscape interactions. In Kenya, the percentage of 
maize around the fields was a significant positive predictor of arthropod abundance, as well as edge 
density, also positively associated with abundance. This may be due to the fact that landscape 
complexity supports natural enemy diversity by enhancing habitat availability (e.g. Martin et al. 2016; 
Schneider et al. 2015). However, these effects were not observed in Rwanda or Ethiopia, likely due to 
differences in field size and landscape composition (Martin et al. 2019). 

For leaf damage, edge density had a weak negative effect in Kenya, suggesting a potential protective 
role of more complex landscapes against pests, though no significant effects were found in other 
regions. Maize percentage had no significant effect on pest damage in this study, in contrast to the 
expected impact of increased crop cover diluting pest populations (Schneider et al. 2015). This may 
be due to the dominance of maize across all landscapes, limiting variability. 

For yield, neither edge density nor maize percentage had significant effects. Push-pull yields have been 
shown to benefit in complex landscapes more from companion crops than direct pest suppression 
(Kebede et al. 2018). Factors such as soil fertility, maize variety and climate may be stronger 
determinants than landscape pattern. 

5. Conclusion 
This study on the ecological effectiveness of PPT compared to conventional farming provides valuable 
insights into its agronomic and ecological impacts across East African landscapes. The findings 
highlight the potential of PPT to contribute to sustainable agricultural systems by balancing 
productivity with environmental resilience. While the expected yield benefits were not fully realized—
likely due to maize variety and environmental variability—the significant reduction in leaf damage 
demonstrates the strong pest-repellent and/or pest-trapping properties of the technology. The 
observed spillover effects, particularly in Kenya, suggest that PPT can extend benefits beyond 
individual plots. However, regional differences emphasize the importance of landscape structure and 
field size in shaping these effects. 

The influence of landscape variables such as edge density and maize percentage on arthropod 
abundance and leaf damage further underscores the complexity of agroecological interactions. These 
findings contribute to broader discussions within the UPSCALE project by providing essential data that 
can be integrated with other work packages. Combining these results on adjacent field effects with 
findings on spillover effects beyond field boundaries (D4.2) and soil analysis data (D2.2) will help 
create a more comprehensive understanding of the impacts of PPT. Moreover, integrating this 
information into WP5 can support the development of detailed, evidence-based maps to guide future 
agricultural planning and policy recommendations. 

 

5.1 Next steps 

Further analyses will expand the scope of the landscape-level investigation by incorporating additional 
variables such as soil fertility, percentage of grassland, temperature, precipitation, landscape 
composition, population density, Shannon diversity index, field size and elevation. Exploring 
interactions between these landscape variables and plot-level factors could provide insights into their 
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combined influence on biodiversity and ecosystem services. Temporal analyses across multiple 
seasons will help capture dynamic changes in community structure and ecosystem functions. 

A more detailed analysis of arthropod data at the family level and their taxonomic traits will be 
performed using Bray-Curtis dissimilarity. Linking arthropod functional traits to ecosystem services, 
including rates of predation and parasitism, could provide more understanding of their ecological roles 
in both push-pull and conventional systems. These analyses aim to refine the understanding of 
landscape-scale drivers of biodiversity and productivity in agroecological systems. 
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7. Appendix 

Data analysis was made separately for each country (Kenya, Rwanda and Ethiopia). Estimates, 
standard errors, degrees of freedom, t-values, and p-values are provided for each predictor, including 
main effects and interactions. t-tests use Satterthwaite's method. Signif. codes: 0 ‘***’ 0.001 ‘**’ 
0.01‘*’ 0.05 ‘.’ 0.1 ‘ ’ 1 

Kenya 

Rwanda 

 

Ethiopia 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2: Summary of Fixed Effects from the Linear Mixed Model for total Abundance (log-transformed) 
data. 
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Estimates, standard errors, z-values, and p-values are provided for each predictor, including main 
effects and interactions, based on the proportion of damaged vs. undamaged leaves. Signif. codes:  0 
‘***’ 0.001 ‘**’ 0.01 ‘*’ 0.05 ‘.’ 0.1 ‘ ’ 1 

Kenya  

Rwanda  

Uganda 

 

 

 

Table 3: Summary of Fixed Effects from the Beta-Binomial Model for Leaf Damage in Kenya, Rwanda 
and Uganda.  
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(log-transformed dry weight of cobs) in Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda. Estimates, standard errors, 
degrees of freedom, t-values, and p-values are provided for each predictor, including main effects and 
interactions. t-tests use Satterthwaite's method. Signif. codes: 0 ‘***’ 0.001 ‘**’ 0.01 ‘*’ 0.05 ‘.’ 0.1 ‘ ’1 

Kenya  

 

Rwanda 

 

Uganda 

 

 

 

 

Table 4: Summary of Fixed Effects from the Linear Mixed Model for Maize Yield  


	1. Introduction
	2. Methods
	2.1 Study Sites
	2.2 Site selection
	2.3 Sampling design
	2.4 Landscape analyses
	2.5 Data Analysis

	3. Results
	3.1 Comparison of push-pull vs. conventional fields
	3.2 Local scale comparison
	3.3 Landscape scale comparison
	3.4 Effect size

	4. Discussion
	4.1 Local impacts
	4.2 Landscape effects

	5. Conclusion
	5.1 Next steps

	6. References
	7. Appendix

